Thousands raised for local ear bus project

ADONATION of 300,000
Danish kroner means more
Dubbo school students will be
tested for serfous but easily
mussed hearing problems.

For its first Australlan grant,
intemational hearing device
company Oticon gave the equiv-
alent of $62, 000 to the Dubbo
charity Hear Our Heart Ear Bus
Project.

The charty had applied for an
Oticon grant last May but project
co-ordinator Donna Rees had
given up hope of a response
when she picked up the mall last
month.

“I'was at the post offlce and |
thought, here we goagaln, more
‘thanks but no thanks"” she sald.

Then a 300,000 Agure jumped
out from one letter, preceded by
the DKK currency abbreviation.

Orana Mutual Balson officer
Brenda Moon sald she checked
the conversion three tmes, just
to make sure.

The Ear Bus Project seeks (o
ralse awareness and test for
common condltions such as ot-
tis media, in which fluld trapped
in the middle ear prevents the
ear bones from working prop-
erly.

The project has not vet ralsed
enough money to buy a dedi-
cated bus to provide mobile test-
ing and hearing support.

But the new funds from
Otlcon will go toward technol-
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ogy such as video otoscopes,
devices for Inspecting ears
which can then upload footage
to GP's Inboxes.

Ms Rees sald diagnosing
hearing problems that lack obwi-
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ous sympioms would improve
student’s results, speech and

“We say to always look at
hearing first before vou label stu-
dents as an ADHD student or as
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someone with behavioural dis-
orders or even leaming disor-
ders,” she sald. The charity sadd it
alms this year to galn more local
partnerships with health and
education sectors.



